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Royal Power and
Conflict

The Renaissance and Reformation changed 
European culture and created powerful political

alliances. Europeans set out on uncharted seas to explore the world
as powerful European monarchs competed for trade, influence, and
territory. While the peoples of the Americas struggled against 
European invaders, civilizations in Asia reached pinnacles of 
cultural achievement.

Every time you use paper money or write a check, you are trusting
in a system based on banking that originated during this period. As
European trade and commerce increased, merchants turned to bankers
for the capital to finance their ventures. Wealthy banking families
even made loans to European monarchs. By the 1600s government-
chartered banks began to replace family-owned banks. These banks
issued banknotes and checks that made trading in heavy coins obsolete.
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U n i t4

See pages 506–507 for
primary source readings
that accompany Unit 4.
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Choose a Renaissance sculptor, archi-
tect, or painter mentioned in this chap-
ter. Research and write a short report on
the work and influence of this person.

Your History Journal
Chapter Overview

Visit the World History: The Human Experience
Web site at worldhistory.glencoe.com and click
on Chapter 16—Chapter Overview to preview the
chapter.
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