Chapter :

18 Empires
of Asia

> Muslim rulers govern
empires that cover vast regions of
Asia, North Africa, and Europe.
Section 1

> China is direct-
ly challenged by its contacts with
western European cultures.
Section 2

> Japan enforces isolation-
ist policy to keep out Western influ-
ences. Section 3

> Southeast Asian lands face
the growth of European trade and
commerce in their region. Section 4

1368

Ming dynasty
begins in China.

S?obrxtel ler

Within the city walls of Vienna, Austria, people quaked as
thundering cannonballs signaled the beginning of the Turkish
siege of the city on September 27, 1529. Occupying the
surrounding hills were 100,000 Turkish soldiers led by their
skilled commander Suleiman.

By mid-October, Turkish troops twice had broken through
part of ViennaOs walls, but failed to capture the city as the
Austrians and their allies rushed to plug the breaches. This
clash between European and Asian armies was one of many
encounters between different civilizations during the early
modern period.

Historical Significance

What kinds of empires arose in Asia during the early
modern period? How did they respond to the arrival of
Europeans in their areas?

k178 Hideyoshi outlaws
Christianity in Japan.

LXEY The Ottomans
capture Constantinople.
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